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never employed, which challenged the resistance of issa.
representative Irishmen. These clauses abolished suspension
trial by jury in the most serious cases, including 3?my.ial by
treason and murder, substituting a Commission of
Judges appointed by the Lord-Lieutenant Even
against this Bill, such was the effect of Lord
Frederick's murder, the minority at the first reading
was small, and included only four Englishmen.1
Mr. Gladstone insisted that it should be accom-
panied by an Arrears Bill, which, except in one The Arrears
important particular, embodied Mr. ParnelTs policy. BllL
Leaseholders were not brought under the Land
Act But wherever a tenant of a holding rated at
thirty pounds, or below that sum, had paid the
year's rent due in November 1881 and still owed
past arrears, half his debt was to be paid from
the surplus of the Irish Church, and the remainder
was to be wiped out altogether. If the Irish
Church Surplus did not suffice, the deficiency would
be made good from the Consolidated Fund. Thus
thousands of tenants were relieved not merely from
a burden, but from a disability which shut them
out of the Land Courts. Despite the " Treaty of
Kilmainham," which Conservatives denounced as
especially infamous,2 the more so perhaps because
Mr. Gladstone always denied its existence, the
Crimes Bill of Sir William Harcourt was opposed
in its later stages with no less vehemence than
the Protection Bill of Mr. Forster. Mr. Dillon
delivered in the most defiant manner what Mr. May 25.
Gladstone called a "heart-breaking speech," and in
the course of a sitting which lasted thirty hours
the Chairman of Committees, Dr. Playfair, named
sixteen Irish Members for suspension, A more
arbitrary and high-handed act has never been

1  Joseph Cowen, Henry Labouehere^ Jesse Collings, and Thomas
Charles Thompson.

2  They did not^ however, take the sense of the House upon it.